ASTOUNDING RETURNS ON THREE INVESTMENTS

Compare these three stories of men who saw undeniable and long lasting returns on invests that they made over time

into the lives of the next generation...

| prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what | asked of him.
So now | give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to

the LORD." And he worshiped the LORD there. 1 Sam 1:27-28

“The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli
and said, "Here | am; you called me." Then Eli realized that the LORD
was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls
you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went
and lay down in his place. LORD came and stood there, calling as at the
other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your
servant is listening." And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, | am about to
do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it
tingle.” 1 Sam 3:8-11

When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to him, "This is the
man | spoke to you about; he will govern my people." 1 Sam 9:17

The LORD said to Samuel, "I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. |
have chosen one of his sons to be king." 1 Sam 16:1

The king then took an oath: "As surely as the LORD lives, who has
delivered me out of every trouble, | will surely carry out today what | swore
to you by the LORD, the God of Israel: Solomon your son shall be king
after me, and he will sit on my throne in my place." 1 Kings 1:29-30

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying:

"Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss[d] your servant
in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared
in the sight of all people, light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to
your people Israel.”

The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too." Luke 2:25-35

“Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But
his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” Luke 2:51-52

Greek... they traveled town to town.” Acts 16:1-4

[

1:3

“[Paul] came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose_mother was a Jewess and a believer, but whose father was a

s | urged you when | went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer.” 1 Tim

“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets
involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if anyone competes as an_athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown
unless he competes according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on what | am saying, for the
Lord will give you insight into all this. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel...” 2 Tim 2:1-8
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